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Mick Cornett

Ann Coulter

Walter Hood

Mayor, Oklahoma City, OK

Owner, A. Coulter Consulting
Chattanooga, TN

Principal, Hood Design, Oakland, CA and
Professor, University of California, Berkeley,
College of Environmental Design

Mayor Mick Cornett is at the forefront of
Oklahoma City’s renaissance. Its economy has
been one of the strongest in the nation and the
City appears regularly on national “best of”
lists. Cornett was named Governing magazine’s
2010 “Public Official of the Year” and finished
second in the City Mayors Foundation’s “2010
World Mayor Award.” He is frequently asked to
speak to Congress and the White House and is
a Trustee of the U.S. Conference of Mayors.

Ann Coulter has over 20 years of experience
leading participatory planning processes and
development efforts in the public and private
sectors that have contributed to the transformation of downtown Chattanooga.

Walter Hood is an artist, designer and educator.
He regularly exhibits and lectures on professional and theoretical projects nationally and
internationally. Hood Design has been engaged
in architectural commissions, urban design,
art installations, and research since 1992. Mr.
Hood is also a professor at the University of
California, Berkeley’s College of Environmental
Design, where he chaired the Department of
Landscape Architecture and Environmental
Planning from 1998 to 2002.

Born and raised in Oklahoma City, Cornett
earned a degree in journalism at the University
of Oklahoma and an MBA from NYU’s Stern
School of Business. He entered politics after a
successful career in broadcast journalism and
advertising, winning a City Council seat in
2001 before being elected at Oklahoma City’s
35th mayor in 2004.
Mayor Cornett led the charge to pass MAPS
3 – a $777-million infrastructure program that
will dramatically reshape Oklahoma City and
enhance the quality of life for its residents.
Projects will include a 70-acre downtown
park, riverfront recreation, hike and bike
trails, a modern streetcar system, a convention
center and new senior wellness centers.
Mayor Cornett is guiding the completion
of one of the nation’s largest public school
capital improvement projects – a $700-million
program to build or renovate more than 70
schools throughout the city, including a new
downtown elementary school serving families
in Oklahoma City’s growing urban core. In
addition, he is overseeing Project 180, an
ambitious and forward-thinking $140-million,
three-year redesign of downtown streets and
sidewalks, designed to make the city more
pedestrian friendly.
In 2007 Mayor Cornett put Oklahoma City
“on a diet,” challenging citizens to improve
their health and lose a collective one-million
pounds, a goal reached in January 2012.

In 1993 Ms. Coulter was named Director of the
City of Chattanooga’s Office of Economic and
Community Development and later became
Executive Director of the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Regional Planning Agency, where
she was responsible for regional long-range
planning for ten local governments. From 2000
to 2005 she served as Executive Vice President
of RiverCity Company, where she authored
the strategic plan leading to the historic 21st
Century Waterfront Plan, $120 million of public
and private improvements to Chattanooga’s
downtown waterfront.
Ms. Coulter is currently a consultant specializing in public engagement, visioning and
strategic planning. Recent projects include
managing strategic planning processes for the
Tennessee Aquarium, The Hunter Museum, and
the Urban Design Challenge – a year-long series
of downtown urban design exploration. She is
a consultant to a five-county regional planning
process in eastern Tennessee.
A Chattanooga native, Ms. Coulter is a graduate of Middle Tennessee State University and
holds a Master’s degree in Political Science
from University of Missouri. In 2003 she was
awarded a Loeb Fellowship from Harvard’s
Graduate School of Design, and in 2006-2009
served as a Turley Fellow in Urban Revitalization
at University of Memphis. In 2005 Ms. Coulter led
a field of eight candidates in Chattanooga’s nonpartisan mayor’s race but lost a run-off election
with 46% of the vote. Ms. Coulter is a founding
member of the Chattanooga Women’s Fund. She
wrote and produced One Road, a documentary
film about a Native American public art installation in Chattanooga that has screened at film
festivals in three states.

Mr. Hood presently serves as the Goldman
Sachs Design Fellow for the Smithsonian Institute, assisting the museum staff in re-conceptualizing its public spaces. Other honors include
the AIA Award for Collaborative Achievement,
a USA Character Approved Honor by NBC
Universal, and the Cooper Hewitt National
Design Award for Landscape Design. He is also
a Fellow at the American Academy in Rome.
Mr. Hood’s work was recently featured in Art
Institute of Chicago’s “Learning Modern” exhibition and in “Art in America” in 2010. Last
spring, he was a selected winner for the Venice
Biennale and exhibited two projects: a green
street and plaza for Center Street in Berkeley,
California, and the Greenprint, an urban landscape vision for the Hill District in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
Recent work includes the gardens at the new
DeYoung Museum in San Francisco, Splash
Pad Park in Oakland, the Sculpture Terrace
for the Jackson Museum of Wildlife Art in
Wyoming, the Powell Street Promenade in San
Francisco and the Baisley Park/50 Cent Garden
in Queens, NY. His published monographs:
Urban Diaries and Blues & Jazz Landscape
Improvisations won an ASLA Research Award
in 1996. Mr. Hood has Masters degrees in
Architecture and Landscape Architecture from
the University of California, Berkeley and a
Distinguished Master of Fine Arts degree from
The School of the Arts institute of Chicago.
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Cathy Simon, FAIA

Susan S. Szenasy

Jane Werner

Design Principal, Perkins+Will
San Francisco, CA

Editor-in-Chief, METROPOLIS
New York, NY

Executive Director,
Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA

Cathy Simon leads the Civic, Corporate +
Commercial practice for Perkins+Will’s San
Francisco office.The work encompasses
everything from mixed-use buildings to housing
to civic and cultural institutions, from the
reinvention of historic structures to large-scale
urban design projects, including awardwinning work across the Bay Area, the U.S.
and around the world. Ms. Simon was a
founding partner of SMWM, an award-winning
women-owned, national architecture, planning
and urban design firm that merged with
Perkins+Will in 2008.
Ms. Simon’s focus on transformative design is
evident at all scales. Notable smaller projects
include university buildings and independent
K-12 projects including the Urban School, a
private high school whose identity and relationship to its neighborhood were revolutionized as a result of its new building. Large-scale
work includes San Francisco’s Ferry Building, a
once-disused relic reborn as a public marketplace, as well as a place of vibrant community,
a “living room” for the Bay Area.
A leader in transformation of older buildings
for new uses, Ms. Simon’s design philosophy
and expertise have made her a spokesperson
for the burgeoning revitalization of post-industrial waterfronts worldwide. Along the San
Francisco waterfront, she has been responsible
for dramatic work refashioning multiple piers
and new neighborhoods including Mission
Bay and Treasure Island, and crafting Mission
Rock, the new mixed-use district at Seawall Lot
337. Ms. Simon is in demand as a speaker and
teacher on issues of urbanization, revitalization,
place-making, preservation and reuse, and
the ways and means of creating these vibrant
places that nurture the growth of community.
Ms. Simon is a graduate of Wellesley College
and Harvard University’s Graduate School of
Design. She is a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects.

Susan S. Szenasy is Editor-in-Chief of
METROPOLIS, the award-winning New York
City based magazine of architecture and design.
Since 1986 she has lead the magazine through
decades of landmark design journalism, achieving domestic and international recognition.
Ms. Szenasy is internationally recognized as an
authority on sustainability and design and is a
frequent lecturer and panel moderator on broadranging design topics including METROPOLIS
Conferences.
Ms. Szenasy has served on the boards of the
Council for Interior Design Accreditation, Landscape Architecture Foundation and Fashion Institute of Technology’s Interior Design department
and Center for Architecture Advisory board. She
has been honored with two IIDA Presidential
Commendations, is an honorary member of
the ASLA, and the 2008 recipient of the ASID
Patron’s Prize and Presidential Commendation as
well as the SARA/NY medallion of honor.
Ms. Szenasy has received a citation and an honorary membership from NYC AIA. Along with
METROPOLIS Publisher Horace Havemeyer III,
she was a 2007 recipient of the Civitas
August Heckscher Award for Community Service
and Excellence. In 2011 she won the Gene
Burd Urban Journalism Award and was named a
Senior Fellow by the Design Futures Council.
Ms. Szenasy is the cofounder of Rebuild Downtown Our Town, a coalition of New Yorkers who
came together after the 9/11 tragedies to contribute their expertise to building the 21st century
metropolis at the site of the former World Trade
Center.
Ms. Szenasy holds an MA in Modern European
History from Rutgers University and honorary
doctorates from Kendall College of Art and
Design, the Art Center College of Design and the
Pacific Northwest College of Art. She lives in the
East Village in a small loft where she moved after
9/11 to reduce her ecological footprint.

As Executive Director Jane Werner has been
responsible for leading the award winning
expansion of the Pittsburgh Children’s Museum
and collaborative efforts to revitalize adjacent
buildings and public spaces. In 2007 Ms.
Werner received the Gold Medal from the
Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects in recognition of her contributions to
the profession.
Ms. Werner directed the architectural design
competition for the museum expansion, funded
in part with a National Endowment for the Arts
grant, and completed a $29 million capital
campaign for its implementation. The Silver
LEED certified project received the 2006 American Institute of Architects National Award, 2006
National Trust for Historic Preservation Award,
and 2007 Rudy Bruner Award Gold Medal.
In 2009 the Museum received the National
Medal from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services for its work in the community and in
2011 was named one of the top ten children’s
museums in the country by Parents Magazine.
In 2006, with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, Ms. Werner initiated the
Charm Bracelet Project, a network of organizations working together to strengthen connections between Pittsburgh’s Northside and the
neighborhood’s cultural institutions. She raised
$2.5 million for the renovation and operation of
the adjacent New Hazlett Theatre, a collaborative project with the Andy Warhol Museum
and the City of Pittsburgh. In 2012 the Museum
opened the renovated Buhl Community Park, a
partnership between the Museum and the City
of Pittsburgh.
A graduate of Syracuse University, Ms. Werner
is currently President of the Association of
Children’s Museums and sits on the boards of
the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council and New
Hazlett Theater, and on the advisory boards of
the Forbes Fund, Kids and Creativity Working
Group, Fred Rogers Center.
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION
The Rudy Bruner Award

Completing the Application

Perspective Sheets

		 American cities embody our nation’s
greatest triumphs and most daunting challenges. At their best they showcase the rich
diversity, cultural achievement, and democratic values that characterize the American
spirit. At their worst they reflect our country’s
most persistent social ills – economic disparity, hopelessness, neglect and abandonment.
Yet there are those places that are developed
with such vision and imagination that they
transform urban problems into creative solutions. By recognizing these extraordinary
places, the Rudy Bruner Award (RBA) seeks
to promote fresh and innovative thinking about
cities, and to encourage us all to demand excellence in our urban environments.
		 Excellence exists in every city. It can
be found in downtowns, neighborhoods, in
small cities and large ones. The purpose of
the Award is to discover places that embody
design excellence inclusive of their social,
economic, and environmental factors.
		 These places often transcend the boundaries between architecture, urban design, and
planning. They are born through processes
of transformation – the renewal of something
old, or the creation of something new that
resonates in the history of community life.
These extraordinary places enrich the quality
of the urban experience, and serve as models
for placemaking in cities across the country.

The application is designed to give
each project the opportunity to state its
story in its own words, and to elicit multiple perspectives on project development.
Applicants are urged to concentrate their
efforts on providing a clear description of
the project and thorough answers to questions on the application forms. Expensive
presentations are discouraged.
Visual representations of the project
such as drawings, photographs, plans, and
maps are important. Selections will be
based upon the quality of the project rather
than the elaborateness of the presentation.
The completed application must include:
1. Project Data

Perspective sheets are provided to assist
people who were involved in the project in
describing their personal or organizational
point of view. It is important that as many
people as appropriate from the following
categories complete the perspective sheets.
A minimum of 4 sheets is required as part
of the application. Applicants may use their
discretion to identify which categories are
most pertinent to their project. Categories
include:
• Community Representative;

Eligibility/Who May Apply
• The project must be a real place, not just
a plan or program. Programs alone will
not be considered.
• Since site visits are integral to the award
process, the project must have been in
operation for a sufficient amount of time
to demonstrate success.
• The project must be located in the
contiguous 48 states. It is not feasible
to conduct site visits at international locations or in Alaska or Hawaii.
• There are no distinct categories. Projects
may include any type of place which
makes a positive contribution to the urban
environment.
• Urban environment is broadly defined to
include incorporated cities, towns, or
villages; a neighborhood within a city; an
urban county; or an officially recognized
region made up of two or more cities.
• Applications may be initiated by any
person who has been involved in the
planning, development or operation of a
project.
• Previous applicants and Honorable
Mention winners may re-apply. Previous
winners are not eligible. Please do not
apply more than three times.

2. Project At-A-Glance
Project Data, Project At-A-Glance,
and one visual image of the project
are sent to the Selection Committee
prior to the initial meeting in January.
It is important to make these descriptions succinct and clear.
3. Project Description
Project Description asks about the
values underlying the project. The
Rudy Bruner Award recognizes that
values are implicit in the process of
placemaking, and form the basis for
many of the decisions and trade-offs
required in a complex process.
4. Perspective Sheets
See information at right.
5. Visual Representation of the Project
A clear visual representation of the
project is required, but need not be
elaborate or costly. Straightforward
photographic images are adequate.
Maps are also very helpful.
6. Optional Supplementary Pages
		 Supplementary materials such as
		 clippings, brochures, or published
		 reports should be added only if they
		 contribute to the understanding of
		 the project. Videotapes and architectural boards cannot be accommodated and should not be submitted.
		 Please do not include materials that
		 need to be returned.
7. Award Use
		 Award monies must be used to bene		 fit the project or related initiatives.
		 A statement on proposed use of Award
		 monies should be placed in an enve		 lope and sealed. This statement must
		 be included in the application, but
		 will not be considered by the Selec		 tion Committee. It will be opened after
		 winner selection, and may be used
		 in press statements or other promo		 tional material.

• Public Agency (from local, state or
federal government agencies);
• Developer;
• Professional Consultant;
• Architect or Designer;
• Other (which might not fit above
categories).
Please obtain as wide an array of
perspectives as possible. More than one
“Other” perspective may be submitted if appropriate. Use the perspective sheet marked
“Other” for people who do not fit into the
categories provided or for a unique point
of view that will enhance your submission.
The completed perspective sheets must be
included in the application package.

Submitting the Application
• The application is a writable pdf. Answers
to all questions should be confined to the
space provided
• Each completed application must be submitted in two forms: (1) printed out and
submitted as hard copy and (2) in 		
electronic form on a CD. Please refer to
instructions below regarding format requirements for each. No email submissions
will be accepted.
• To assist the Selection Committee in
pages of the application and the supplementary materials in both hard copy and
electronic form in the order indicated
above.
• The hard copy – except for the Award
Use form – should be placed in a threering binder on 8-1/2”x11” paper. The
Award Use form should be placed in a
separate, sealed envelope. The binder will
be used by the Selection Committee during our meetings.
• The electronic copy should be submitted on a single CD in the following
components. Electronic files will be used
during our Selection Committee meetings,
to supplement the review of projects, use
in publications, and archive submissions.
		 FILE 1: The ENTIRE application except
for the Award Use form as a single pdf.
		 FILE 2: The Award Use form as a single pdf.
			
(continues on next page)
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Submitting the Application (cont’d)

2013 Selection Committee

Rudy Bruner Award Archives

		 FILE 3: A separate copy of the Project
Data and Project-at-a-Glance forms as
		 a single pdf (these will be forwarded to
		 the Selection Committee prior to the
		 first meeting).

Mick Cornett, Mayor, Oklahoma City, OK

The State University of New York at
Buffalo maintains a web site of all Rudy
Bruner Award winner applications. The SUNY
web site address is:
http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/bruner
The Rudy Bruner Award web site contains
on-line case studies and images of past
winners as well as Award history and information on our Selection Committees and
publications. Please visit the Award site at:

		 FILE 4: A separate file of all the graphic
materials (photographs, maps, drawings,
		 illustrations and other visuals), each im		 age saved as an individual JPEG at a
		 minimum resolution of 350dpi.

The Selection Process
Established in 1987, the Rudy Bruner
Award recognizes one Gold Medal Winner and four Silver Medal winners in each
biennial cycle. The Rudy Bruner Award is
distinguished from other award programs
by its broad eligibility criteria, the multidisciplinary Selection Committee, and the
detailed on-site evaluation of each finalist.
Each award cycle is documented with a
book, which includes in-depth case studies
of the winners and a distillation of the Selection Committee discussion. The publications
are available from the Bruner Foundation.
The Foundation does not restrict the kinds
of projects that may apply. Urban excellence is a dynamic and changing concept,
and the Award is enriched by a diversity of
applications. Rudy Bruner Award winners
are not selected through an established set
of criteria. Rather, the issues emerge from
the Selection Committee discussion of the
applications.

Ann Coulter, Owner, A. Coulter Consulting,
Chattanooga, TN
Walter Hood, Principal, Hood Design,
Oakland, CA and Professor, University
of California, Berkeley College of
Environmental Design
Cathy Simon, Design Principal,
Perkins + Will, San Francisco, CA
Susan S. Szenasy, Editor-in-Chief,
METROPOLIS, New York, NY
Jane Werner, Executive Director,
Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh,
Pittsburgh, PA

2011 Rudy Bruner Award Winners
Gold Medal:
The Bridge Homeless Assistance Shelter,
     Dallas, TX

Silver Medals:
Brooklyn Bridge Park,
Brooklyn, NY
Civic Space Park,
		 Phoenix, AZ
Gary Comer Youth Center/
Gary ComerCollege Prep
Chicago, IL
Santa Fe Railyard Redevelopment    
Santa Fe, NM

Prizes and Presentations

Key Dates:

The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence is given to five winning projects in
each biennial award cycle.

• Submissions must be received at the
Foundation no later than Monday,
December 10, 2012.
• Applications received after December
10, 2012 will not be considered.
• Five finalists will be notified by Monday,
February 4, 2013.
• Site visits to finalists will take place in
February, March and April 2013.
• The Gold and Silver Medal Winners will
be selected and notified in May 2013.
• Presentations of the Rudy Bruner Award
for Urban Excellence will be made in
May and June 2013.

• One Gold Medal Winner is awarded
$50,000.
• Four Silver Medal Winners are each
awarded $10,000.
• The winning project teams may use prize
money in any way they choose to benefit
the project.
• All winners are promoted by the Bruner
Foundation and are included in a book
that is published by the Foundation at
the end of each award cycle.
• All winners will be featured in award
ceremonies and a media outreach effort.
• Many award-winning projects and project
participants are featured in Bruner-Loeb
forums hosted by the Bruner Foundation
and the Loeb Fellowship at Harvard
University’s Graduate School of Design.
For more information please visit:
www.brunerloeb.org

www.brunerfoundation.org/rba

Completed Applications
• Upon submission, applications become the
property of the Bruner Foundation and
cannot be returned.
• At the close of the award cycle, applications will be permanently housed at the
Lockwood Library at the State University of
New York at Buffalo.
• Portions of the winner applications will be
posted on the Rudy Bruner Award web site:
   

www.brunerfoundation.org/rba

• Complete winner applications are posted
on Lockwood Library’s Rudy Bruner Award
Archive web site:
http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/bruner
• The Bruner Foundation reserves the right
to use, reproduce, or make available
to others, for any purpose whatsoever, the
material submitted.

Mail Submissions to:
		
		
		
		

Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence
Bruner Foundation, Inc.
130 Prospect Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Contact Information:
Please contact us with any questions regarding the application.
		 Phone: 617.492.8404
		 Email: rba2013@brunerfoundation.org

Notice:
Projects from the City of Oklahoma
City, OK are not eligible for the 2013
Award cycle due to the participation of
Mayor Cornett on the 2013 Selection
Committee. We look forward to
receiving Oklahoma City applications
in future award cycles.

7

